
Reading club: The curious incident of the dog in the night-time AL1

… and session 15! (Student A) Chapters 229-233 Tuesday 21 May 2013

A. Which of the following do you think are the main themes explored in the novel? Circle them

personal relationships and 
communication

marriage problems

the need
for a stable life

the consequences of  
selfishness in life

the value of truth

acceptance

human needs and 
relationships

the importance of
Mathematics in life

……………………

Useful language: I'd say this book is about … / No, I wouldn't say this is a book about … . Actually, I think…

B. Number the words or phrases in order to make acceptable sentences. 

1. c for two people   c hardly big enough   c is   c Judy's flat   c let alone three 

2. c to Swindon   c he has to sit   c Christopher   c has to go back   c because   c his Maths 
exam

3. c Christopher   c because he   c lots of revision   c another time   c has done   c his exam 
c can't take

4. c like   c to you   c What   c does it look   c ?

5. c is appreciated   c It's nice   c to know   c that my contribution

6. c ?   c for one second   c Don't you   c ever   c about other people   c think

7. c Don't   c any hassle   c give me   c right now

8. c to be quiet   c you   c Now   c I need   c for a while

9. c too,   c my house   c you've forgotten   c in case   c This is

10. c of the questions   c how to answer   c couldn't think   c I    c any

11. c want to   c is an extra chapter   c can read   c if they   c The appendix   c which people

12. c or a bad thing   c what's going to happen   c if you don't know   c is a good thing   c It's 
worse   c whether

13. c if I got   c because   c properly   c all the questions   c really tired   c and couldn't think
c I don't know   c right   c I was

14. c very proud of you   c you did   c and I'm sure   c really well   c I'm   c in the exam

15. c anything   c I found   c I can do   c that means   c a book:   c and I wrote   c my mother

C. Work in pairs. Take turns to ask each other the questions below. Student A starts.

1 Did you like the novel? Why/ why not?

2 Can you remember a scene or a part of the story that you particularly liked? Why?

3 Do you have anything in common with Christopher?

4 What did you learn from the novel?

Online homework: write a paragraph in which you give answers to your questions on the course blog (“Final 
thoughts on The curious incident of the dog in the night-time”). (There are links to quizzes too!)

I hope you enjoyed reading this book! Now, what book in English are you going to read this summer?



Reading club: The curious incident of the dog in the night-time AL1

… and session 15! (Student B) Chapters 229-233 Tuesday 21 May 2013

A. Which of the following do you think are the main themes explored in the novel? Circle them

personal relationships and 
communication

marriage problems

the need
for a stable life

the consequences of  
selfishness in life

the value of truth

acceptance

human needs and 
relationships

the importance of
Mathematics in life

……………………

Useful language: I'd say this book is about … / No, I wouldn't say this is a book about … . Actually, I think…

B. Number the words or phrases in order to make acceptable sentences. 

1. c for two people   c hardly big enough   c is   c Judy's flat   c let alone three 

2. c to Swindon   c he has to sit   c Christopher   c has to go back   c because   c his Maths 
exam

3. c Christopher   c because he   c lots of revision   c another time   c has done   c his exam 
c can't take

4. c like   c to you   c What   c does it look   c ?

5. c is appreciated   c It's nice   c to know   c that my contribution

6. c ?   c for one second   c Don't you   c ever   c about other people   c think

7. c Don't   c any hassle   c give me   c right now

8. c to be quiet   c you   c Now   c I need   c for a while

9. c too,   c my house   c you've forgotten   c in case   c This is

10. c of the questions   c how to answer   c couldn't think   c I    c any

11. c want to   c is an extra chapter   c can read   c if they   c The appendix   c which people

12. c or a bad thing   c what's going to happen   c if you don't know   c is a good thing   c It's 
worse   c whether

13. c if I got   c because   c properly   c all the questions   c really tired   c and couldn't think
c I don't know   c right   c I was

14. c very proud of you   c you did   c and I'm sure   c really well   c I'm   c in the exam

15. c anything   c I found   c I can do   c that means   c a book:   c and I wrote   c my mother

C. Work in pairs. Take turns to ask each other the questions below. Student A starts.

1 Would you say that this novel is different from other novels you've read?

2 If you had to choose an event in the novel that particularly affected you, which would it be?

3 Is there something you would have done differently if you had been Christopher?

4 Why do you think Mark Haddon wrote this novel? What point did he want to make?

Online homework: write a paragraph in which you give answers to your questions on the course blog (“Final 
thoughts on The curious incident of the dog in the night-time”). (There are links to quizzes too!)

I hope you enjoyed reading this book! Now, what book in English are you going to read this summer?


